CASE IH OWIT-IER PROFILE

Lease &
horse,

T -'i e nes Iluhh IlulHl and Kadl Manile

“y Hﬂiﬂhhﬁl‘lﬂ far
d riders,”

HJI‘EE'E ard profits mme teo wonls
that are rarely used together
But the hushand and wife team of Kad
Mantle oowl Remwsts Dandeds-Mantle of Throe
Forks, Miontana, s combined thelr Jove of
hworees with siness saovy and entre-
penurial enthusiasm into o usigue, growing
= anel proditable - Business,

They lease horses. More specifically,
they bease horses o guest ranches, outhi-
ters and “snowhirds” who wand a horse 1o
enhance ther Montang experience at their
sl cabiin,

*Our product 15 sale, Fentle horges for
inexperienced riders.” says Renec.

It'z & miche that Eail's father sdenfified
bk in 1965 He Enew of a big lodge near
hie Wyoming home that cemed & hend af
b= for summesr wae, bul fed and main-
taiped them yearround. B would be cheap
i, the sepior Mantle convineed dem, to
lease horses for the summer mther than
wwn Lhesan vesr-ronad,

The lodge apreed. The fumily business
weits borrs, Kail ook the relns by first ruaning
4 tradl ride business in South Dabsota, which
proved o him how Bard the "retail” end of
the ssiness could be. That stind introduced
hirm to his fture wife, and in 1995, e and
Feneé ook their 14 horses to Montana and
tried thetr hand =8 nmning cattle,

The covwscall biogine=ss wns brealk-even
af best, bt leasing horses o recreational
nsers kked promising They aolid the
caftle in 2002 to concentrate tosally on the
harees, 'F'il:n.lu_"]ﬂ?, it was thea
best move we ke,
[ened m‘phhm '

Todmy, Mamtbes own more than 400
horses  and serve clienta throughout
Montena, ldahe ond Uah, Kadl's sster
muars ¢ similar company, Wyoming Horses,
i1 Pavillien, Wyoming.

Mantles by broketoride horses, aged
5o 7, at horse sales, from individuals and
theough a buaying network they've devel
oped, Kail uses his cowbaoys eye ko sze up
the temperament of the animal that he
thinks will work well for ther purposes
Then he or Reped spend some saddle time
o every Isorse they buy. They must be con-
vinced that the horse will be a good
maich with all types of recreational miders,
with an emphesis on The mexperienced
Ader, Theyll aleo let the hores “settle in™ at
their ranch for 8 mondh or s 0 observe il
oveerid] healih asd fifness

Omee & horse passes muster, il's freces
basumded el becomes a prodit center in the
Mantle herd undil #'s ready o retie based
(ML 3, wivich coul] b= js 1o 'E:Ej'é'&ni.

Beginning in mid-April, Manlbes start
dedivering horses for summer doty at
guest ranches and b individual wsers,
Thew'll check on every horse at least
snce, incloding deworming them in
Aupust. The horses are shipped back to
the Mantle's ranch al the end of Aogust,
when they're reshod Many then go out
again bo outfitters for &l elk hunts and
refurn to the ranch by December 1, Their
shoes are removed, they're dewormed

_aain and put on pasture il it's time o

prle agatin i spring,




i

An old-west horse drive

Uver winter, Mantles mowe the horses
through a sbng of pestures that Culin
nabes 35 miles pwsy from their ranch, They
turmed the challenge of petting e horses
hack home from a chore o an old-west
style horse drive.

A maimum of 2] guests gy to paitick
pate in the two-dsy dewee thal includes
pnmang more than 40 horses down Main
Sttt i Thres Forks. Tommsspenple and
the media tum out te watch the spectacle
“Ife mu bigrest marketing event of the
vear,” Rened explains,
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plnsea of their business. Along with it and
|n:'-.;|;:i|1g'_ H'.-e':.' nl=o ;llln'.l':a::-e' b for e
vidianks leoltinge for & specific type of horse
“We've perected the ar of baying horses
because we @i through se many of themn”
Rened sava, They'll give the potentid pew
cwmer ampde Eme with the horse poioe o
confinning the sale, “We want o make sure
its the right horse for them,” she says,

Fheagh Mantles” horses. *_;‘

recreifion & sthers, for thesm, the animels
are siricily Businesss; ilbeil @ business Uy
have o great fomdness for, This has Jed o
thelr acive Imeolvement 10 fanm groups
inchuding Farm Bureau when that organi-
zation crested an eguine committes that
acdvacates mamtamng the status of horses
s livestock

“We love horses, and we make oor
living with horses in an agriculural ensis
roament. They are an agricobural com-
mdity and nob companion  animals,”
Rened says,

Their involvement led to them beimg
ramied pe natiopml Goabsts m the Farm
Burenn Young Farmers and Bancher com-
petitico, Case [H awarded them with mnew
D33 Farmall tractor foe st efforts Thay
cauipped it with & londer pod o few other
accessories ncluding a prader Blade and a
pusthinle diggrer,

“We hal no kdea we needed a tractor
[k s oartdl we gl 10" Benee soysWe
use it for everything fron cleaning comals
tey mcwingg (e paudting wp fence. I's great,
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Maonties wers nomesd
natienal finolists in the
Farm Bureuw Teamy
Farmer and Ramdeer
compatition, Tholr
proficiency was
reveorded with o

Case IH DX33 Farmall
fractor, Renes soys the
frachor represents a
“great mcemtive” by
Case IH ho encourage
young peaple fo ger
imvolved n
agricudturn.

"I’ albso n predt incentive from Case TH

L e HAre VO e o gl Inﬁhﬁd‘.’!."“,'“
in agriculbure and see Arming or anching - ’
a5 a way of e Especlally for a state like
Mlontana, that's very imporiznt,” she adds.
Amang their achievements, Kail and, ¢
Renee say having a strong, healthy hend 15
one they bold highest, “We've created and -
maintained a very stromg, healthy herd of
horses,” Renee savs, They eschew mos
vaccinations, drgs and supplements. in
favenr of good paztures and slmply Iuﬂng"’
them “be horses.” -

“Horses have heen lving withatiy .
human intervention for milkons of years,
Pve ot fo Belbove thew wers dodng o {o

things right,” Kail savs.

Eadl and Rened alas pay elese attention
to financial details, maintain & defoiled
brapding systeim aind make full use of
the Intermet with & website at
wWww.InOnLEnahrses com.

“Everything's mwoving i the elgh divec-
fiom for us,” BEeneé sas. “We'ne going o
keep doing it" Wl
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